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allude to as the most fatal evidence of the decay of the drama in England that struck my mind. Such outrages on public decency, and taste, merit the contempt and neglect which they incur; and it "behoves a decent public to rebuke them by their continued absence.
My fourth character was Benedick.
CHAKLOTTE CUSHMAN was with us for a portion of the season. She opened in Bianca; I declined playing Fazio ; but appeared with her in " The Stranger " several times, and as the Cardinal, in " Henry the Eighth," twice. She produced a piece by CHOBLEY, (Mrs. Hemans5 biographer, and the musical critic of the Athenaeum}) which had great literary merit, but was hissed on the second night, and so, failed, to Charlotte's great mortification; for she had what she deemed a very fine part in it, and on which, I believe, she very much counted for great success. On the reading of the play in the Green-Room, I surprised her and the author, by selecting (as the terms of my engagement gave me a right of selection in all new pieces) the character of an old roue, gambler, thief, and assassin, her father; instead of the part of a noble count, her lover. They were both villains ; one of about thirty, the other of about six, " lengths;" foreseeing the failure of the piece, I chose the shorter of the two knaves. The author had named him Bal-thasar; but, as that was a very undignified appellation, associated, in dramatic nomenclature, with servantsuld never be degraded and defiled by the low and unsympathiz-ing personation, or rather, travestie, of a common intrigante.*
